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LETTER OF GOVERNOR A. C. FRENCH TO PRO- 

FESSOR J. B. TURNER IN REGARD TO THE 

AFFAIRS FOR THE HOSPITAL FOR 

THE INSANE. 



(Original in the Illinois State Historical Library.) 

Springfield Nov 16, 1850 
My dear Sir. 
Since my return after an absence of some 4 or 5 weeks 
my time has been wholly employed in urgent business 
which accumulated during absence. I hope this will 
be taken as a sufficient apology for not answering yours 
sooner. I am gratified to receive a letter from you once 
more on account of the fullness with which you write me 
upon the subject of the Insane Asylum. Perhaps you are 
hardly aware of the difficulties which attended every 
move I made to calm down the early troubles of the 
Board. It has probably been my misfortune in not hav- 
ing a more intimate and extended acquaintance with the 
citizens of Jacksonville, which would have enabled me to 
select those who would have served a better purpose 
than these chosen. From the first I utterly discarded all 
political preferences, and really neither knew, enquired 
for or cared about the politics of appointees, until the 
course accepted by one or two almost drove me to adopt 
a different course but with the greatest reluctance, I 
would now just as soon appoint a judicious Whig or 
Democrat, who will make the true interest of the Institu- 
tion his object. I have usually observed the wishes of 
the Board except the two last appointments, in one of 
which was a vacancy of some four or five months and 
the latter was made upon my own suggestion just as I 
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was leaving home, supposing it important to have 
the board full at this time. I knew Mr. Dickson and sup- 
posed he might do well. Had I received an intimation 
from you that another was preferred, I should certainly 
have conformed to your wishes. But the very previous 
vacancy led me to suppose that the board either felt or 
took little interest in the appointment. If I can rest se- 
cure that the Board will furnish me the names of suitable 
persons as vacancies occur, its preference will be re- 
spected. I have most deeply regretted the distractions 
which marked the early action of the Board and be as- 
sured that with an intimation, from any who feel an in- 
terest in the subject I shall attempt to shun them in the 
future. The free, full and frank manner in which you 
have addressed me upon a subject in which I feel deep 
interest, merits my warmest thanks. I really hope you 
will keep me advised, and in the meantime believe me &c 

Truly yours 

Aug. C. French 
You will please excuse the apparent haste of this. 



